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1 shall be. M'H-_vmn,m! Eduar
do Castillls cares not for all the Americans be-
yend the Rio Grande; but bere In thelr midst,
1 coufess 1 feel uncomfortable. But this is net

to the point. Father, you bave deccived me!”
.#aid the Guerilla chiel, wi'h sudden abruptness

“How ™ msked the monk, his doep set oyes

1 klihg with sudden anger.

“Thfalr Leclo—my cove'sd priu;’-bll o

eaped on bave not Kept your wo

"l:: :-mn.ll for the bast wy son,” rald
the prlest, with foreed calmness. “You are
aware that 1 have missod my prize s well s
you. 1t was agreed that if I placed the Signora
In your paesession, you would make way wi'h
the Mather, snd | should have all hia money and
estates for the sake of Mother Church.”

“Such was our bargain.”

] planned for bilm to Jeave the city in com-
peny with, hls duughter, which he did. You
bad your men posted at their place of landing,
who were #o slay the father and deiver th®
Qaughter into your hanls; was not such the
agrecment P

Yt wes”

“You bave not since hear! of elther your
men, the girl, or hor farber, What if your men
slew them, and made off with whatever ftrea-
pures they may bave had with them ?" sald thg
priest, gazing ﬁ\a]ly at him.

“‘ah] but by 8t. Mark! such is not the case,’

M‘-e&! ‘Ihave boen 1o tle & 0 my-
welf, and there found the bodies of my men, two
servants of Veolenta's and the grave of the old
man himself ; but the girl was not there!"

“Ah!" gasped the priest, springing to his
foot in & tremor of exeitement. *'fle is dead
then—Ae is slain ?"

“Yes, and eaten by the wulves befors this,
But there is treachery somewhere !” siid Cas
tillia, sternly. ““How came my men slain—and
whers is the Signora 7™

“In this city, and wihin fif y rods of us!’
said the gray monk with an alr of trinmph,

“AN! I thought so,” erisd the chief, his
soun'enance dark. ning with a threstening cloul.
“Damnable Judas ! Toa sen! a counter party
of cut throats to slay my men, and recover the
girl, that 1 might lose my prize and you galn
all !* He laid his hand npon his sword as if to

draw.

*Hold ! "tie false |" cried the monk, flercely,
Then with & sudden calmness he added : ““Why,
what a poor philosopher you are, son Castillia,
Had 1 wished the girl, eculd I not have botter
everpowered her father and servants with my
minions, than to bring your's also Into the
fie!d ? No; some reuting party of Americans
must have fallen upen your men, and rescusd
the Benora Leols, for I saw har pass by the
Church within the half bour in company with a
young officer, and followed them.”

“Ab | that may, indeed, be the case, Bat
where i she ? By 5t. Mark ! she shall be mine
this night 1"

“Not 80, my son. Calm your Impatience,
Do you net know that every avenus for miles
around tha city will be guarded by our foes, and
that essape—especially with & captive girle
would be fmpossible 7"

"But did-yon not tell me there were secret
passages leading from this church, beneath this
city, te the mountain side ?"

“I 44, Bu\ their sgrees Is guarded, and will
be for peveral days. You might escape alones
bat not with an unwilling companion.”

“Caracoo ! how awkward!" muttered the
bandit chief, between his teeth. “But tell me
whereshe is ?”

“Where you woul! pot ba p'eascd to go to
find hee."

“'Where ?"

YAt the house of Signorira Ca "

GAh—Marle's—no ; I shoaldn’t think she
would famcy secing ms," he replied with »
shrug, ““What would you have me do 7"

“There ks & slesping apartment in the next
room, which is at your servier, or you may pos-
sibly reach your compiny by oue of the secret
passages, If you choose the latter, return to-
morrow night, and | wili know what can by
done, "

“To my band then bs it !"

The monk touched a sma'l bell, which was
snawered by & small (ark-skioned Loy of
twelve.

“‘Pedro, take a torch an® conduct this gen-
{1 maa by the Rancoua jas: to the exit beyond
the hills, Bewedicte, my sou!" added the priest,
to the chiel.

The latter throw on his large cloak, and ful-
lowing the boy, the monk was left alone,

CHAPTER IV,
SIONORITA (08, =—-STRANGE DEVELOPEMENTS,

Leola was shown Into a Jarge, handsome room
on the first floor, which was furnisbed with e'e~
ganos and taste, eccording to Mexican style.
The walls were surrounded almost compleiely
with divans, or siesta chars, while low ottomanus,
neatly embroidered, and made after various pat-
terns, answered the purpose of our Amorican
chairs, The walls were graced with pictures,
mostly of & Spanish nature, with a peculiar aban-
don in their character that would nol have been
considered exagtly au fizit even in a Fifth Ave-
nue drawing-1oom. The curtaing of the case,
wents were of cream color, shading s hazy white
damask, and gave a peculiar light to the apart-
ment, which was lit up by & brilliant candel-
chra, which stood upon a small marble stand,

As Loola entered, s tall cark-featured, Lut
bandsome womas aross frum one of the divans

whaere she reclited, and come forward to moet
her. Bhe was & woman of exquisite preportions
the contour of which was well set off by the
Pplok satin robe whic. sie wors, cat low in the
nock, and edged with wuite fringe. Her foa-
fures wers regular, wrd would nave been called
classical, were it Lot for that fulness of lip and
nostril, peculiar to the genuine Crecle, as was
Sigoori's Cor,  There was & stateliness |n
her air, and an wrchivg in her high
brows, which gave bher quite & Gueenly
look, while ber dark, luxurisnt hair, combed
back straight from the furelinad, and confined in
rather a factastic manner on the top, by meins
of & gold coiffu o, added wreatly to the affbe’,
 Bignors Vielents " sha exelsimed, iu atons
of turprise, “ Janta M wva/ what ean have
happened ¥ | heard you bad lefu the ity with

your father 3"

* Alas, Simorita ! 1o 1 did,” said Leola, * but
you s 1 huve returned. | have uo father
pow "

“ What! bave e wiaty offiowrs captured
him 7" exclaimed the widur. with apparent sym-
pathy, though the ohiarvir would huve noticed
& strange light in ber eyes,

e 8t on e in ber unaffacted way,
all tha' bad bajppened gines h“

“lh-thdin ber fatber's murdar by un-

knbwrn ruilllasi | her Pescue 0y the Awericans,

fidal pabtoration to the city,

g she spoks, the olive festures of

the Senctita Cos grew darkes, ber rows coo-
tracted, oyes flashed, and lips quivered, while
an Inordinary emotion swe.led her bosom. But

#ho did not speak ber expression usually vetiled =

o o onld, hal storn ook, which was fxed
Aty upon the young iefrl.

CAnd now," sald Leols, sa she ooneladed her
narmtes, “d have eslied to ask if you will
peradit me fo pemadn with you for & Tew dags,
urtil | asn have en opportnnity of going to my
aunt's in Menferey, who ls the only relative 1
have Tof: in the workl [”

“Most assurcdly, my doar Leola,” sld the
Scnovita, V1 oonld not think of refusing you,
undor any elrcumstaoces, Heeldas, most of
the iz Maantial fatiliss have lofc the city, and I
have ne doubt it will be baerid dall, while these
Americanos oceupy It nulhhllhgl-luf!-'
company. How were you treated by them,
Leola 7"

“With the great eat ernrieev and m"!" she
replied. “0,they were very kind ! and as brave
asever were a people in the world "'

"M are quite 8 handsome w of m"ln
remarked the Semorita. *1 wes attho Hotel
fn the Girend Piaza, to-dsy, when they entered,
and admircd them very much. Do they Ualnl
they will be able to proceed far Into our coun-

Pl
u"'From what | could learn,” said Leols, *‘they
will wait bere for the arrival of relaforcements;
but the two great victories they have gained has
losplred them with a eonfidence which will, 1
believe, erab'e them to over-run the country in
a short while.”

“AL! you talk aonfidently of tholr prowess?”
said the Senorita, with some bitterness,

“ have seen {t, and know,” said Leo's, ear-
nestly, ‘‘But Bignorita, I am very weary, and
if you will be kinc enough to allow Vito to show
me as apartment, I will retize,”

The Iady touched s bell, and In a moment the
bright looking pefste Vito entered. Her mis-
tress gave her orders to attend Leola to an apart-
ment. Oar beroine hade her hostess good night,
and followed her guide, Bhe did not look back
to see the strange apatkling of the eycs, and the
trinmphant, viodietive look with which the Se-
norita fo'lowed har, Thers was one that saw |,
however:—little Vith,

It may be as well hero, for the better compre-
slon of the reader, to give a brisf review of the
Sinorita’s history, Sbe claimed to be the sister
o' Genoral Cos, who figured promineatly as one
of the tyrants iu the Texan war ten years pre-
vious, She’had lived in Matamora some yoars,
though nono koew her previous bistory, and as
sha was young, handsome and wealthy, her en-
tree to the first circles were rendered sasy. Ru-
mor said that she had been married, but baving
separated from ber husband for some uaknown
cause, she had resumed her maiden name.

Sach was Signotita Cos, as known to the
worl. What and who she really was, will
be made apparent, as we progress, in a most in-
teresting and startling maaner,

She stood for several moments in the floor,
her flashing eyes fixed on the spot where last
Leola had stood, her bands pressed tight'y
against her heaving breast, and nether lp work-
Ing nervously between her teoth, At last, as
¥ the volcano of her emotion had burst forth,
she uttered in & deep, Impassioned voice !
“Possess her ! throw me aside, for such a weak
whining, puliog doll, like ker / ha, ha, ha! Ed-
uardo, you do not know me. Yoa have planned
long to entrap her, but fate bas willed it other-
wise, Bhe is in my hands, and T will rack your
mad passion with such a revenge, as will cause
you to regret that you ever knew me! ™

Her wild raviogs were cut short by the sad-
den click and ring of an invisible bell behind her,
Bhe started at the sound.

Yt Is the cloister bell,” she murmered; ‘I

am wanted.” And passing through a rear door,

ahie vanished.
Meanwhile Leola had followed little Vito up
the winding stalrcase to the second story, thence
through a long gallery which Jed to & rear wing
of the bouse, which, like all Mexican houres,
belng bullt low, took up the more space in its di-
menslons. Here she was introduced into s com-
modious and neatly furaished room, which look-
od out over a fine garden, from which the per-
fume of sweet flowers "ross gently upward, and
stole through the casement into her room,

“It has been a long time siuce I saw the Se-
nora Violenta. I thought she hal left the city,”
said Vito, as she set the lamp upon the tabls,
avd looked at our beroine with her great biack
ayes,

“Ab! and kow did yom know [ had left 2"
atked lLeola, somewhat surprised at the re-
mark,

“Ob, T hoarlit mauy ways," said the girl,
with tho same earncst stare. “Mariano tol! me,
fur one.

“Mariano!" schoed Leols, quickly, ‘What,
my walting mald.

Y3 Semora."”

“Do you kvow her, then?"

W 8i ginora,”

‘ Where is ghe ?"

H'With ber mother,”

Vito never moved a musele, or took her gaze
from tne careworn face of Levls. The lat'er sat
down upon & sofs, and thought for a moment,
On locking up, shs saw the pecaliarities of the
young glel's lcok, and was struck by it.

¢ Whoelse did you hear speak of my abserc.?"
she naked.

The girl did not reply.

“Speak, Vito; tell me, for I would know,”

she repeated in an earnest, startled tone.

Y La Sinora lssad |" said the girl,
“Jam—very sad!’

‘" La &mora has enemies !"

# 1 know It, dungerous enem'es, "

“ Butyou know not all your enemies, Sig-

nora. You have enemies where you think you
have friends."”

“Indeed! Who arethey 7 No! Miriam ?*
¢ No, Muriam would serve you wiih her life,,

for you bave been kind to her.”

* Who, then, is my enemy 7'’ asked Loola, in
of anguish.
oll, Signora, be discreet ! Will she obey

Vito in all things ?"

¥ Obey you "' she exclaimed, contamptuons-

ly. Toen, suddenly remembering her dependent
condlilon, she rolaxed her hsughty brows, aud
[l

aid lo & mild, concilisting tone : * Yes, Yito

I will follow your advice. ‘Lell meall.”

“But you wiil not betray me to my mistressp’
UNo; basten, child."

“Then Hignorita Cos Is your cnemy 1" said the
girl, with emphasis.

O lmpossibie!" exclaimed Leols, rising,
‘I have never dome her wreng, or given her
canse to be an enemy, She woves in my own
circle, and §s highly respectable. Deides ha
she not kindly givenme protcotion and a home,
when 1 had not a friend in the wald |

“Buch protection as the cougar of the moun-
ta'n gives to the herd of the plains," naid the
glr), who never Llinked nor moved a muscle
While Leola was speaking. *The Signorita is
your deadly eaemy!"

Thore was such a depth of earnestness and
force lu the last sentece, that Lools started aud
sunk back again upon the divau,

“hiow do yoa kaow this P she presently ask
od,

“Vito dare not tell,"” sald the girl,

“Wby mot 7"

#It wou'd ceuse ber ruto; [ would be killed.”

" t betray you."

--R".‘.ﬁ.?amb."?uufa'}u.’""

Leola pcuud a mowmen! la thousht, and then

waked :

*« an "you tell me why @ignorita Cos is my
enemy 7

R L et the Signoralove Siguor Castellia?”

‘No; pever!"”

"llu tbe Senor loyes you?"

"l'huluumthd.. t be #o."

“The Signorita,” sald tie girl, nlwl: ap-
Proaching ber, ' wes—"'

Bdnu the could speat, the room hl
al:h;m peremptoey tound, which

!

L - h
wll.' she mﬂtﬂy “Bo m~'.rm.|?

agaiu; no h-rm thal! befall you 1~
Te be Continued
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